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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and usefiil process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and usefiil improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 19-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 19-29 are not limited to tangible embodiments. In view 
of Applicant's disclosure, specification page 14, lines 5-8, the medium is not limited to tangible 
embodiments, instead being defined as including both tangible embodiments (e.g., floppy disc, 
CDROM ) and intangible embodiments (e.g., digital and analog communication links). As such, 
the claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. 

To overcome this type of 101 rejection the claims need to be amended to include only the 
physical computer media and not a transmission media or other intangible or non-functional 
media. For the specification, carrier medium and transmission media would be not statutory but 
storage media would be statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 1-18 and as best understood 19, 20, 22-31, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,838,918 to Prager et al. 

As concerns claim 1, a computer system comprising: at least one processor (figi»:e 4; conputers 
inlierently have a processoiO; a memory (figure 4; computers iniierently have memory) coupled to the 
at least one processor; a network interface (figitfe 4i conpit^ connected wt a netw^jrlc, tlier|l^|jil 
computers inherentiy have a network interface) coupled to the at least one processor, the network 
interface couphng the computer system to a plurality of other corrputer systems via a network (ig|i| 
I); an object oriented framework (ja^tera^t mechanism residing in the memory and executed 

by the at least one processor, the framework mechanism comprising a cloning mechanism that 
replicates configuration data for a model computer system to at least one of the plurality of other 
computer systems (liiiBjiiilii^)- 

As concems claim 2, the computer system of claim 1 wherein the cloning mechanism 
comprises a first portion (sjstem files, read only; coliima 10, line 39) that cannot be modified 
by a user and a second portion (executj^le fiks) that is extensible by the user. 

As concems claim 3, the computer system of claim 2 wherein the first portion comprises 
a model class (abstract, Ike 16) that defines a model object that corresponds to the model 
computer system and that contains the configuration data for the model computer system 
(systems ifiles). 

As concems claim 4, the conq)uter system of claim 3 wherein the model object comprises 
configuration data that is defined by a user (coluiM 7, lm$ 6-9) using a graphical user interface 
(figure 4- conputers have a graphical user interface, column iO, line 7). 
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As concerns claim 5, the computer system of claim 3 wherein the model object conqjrises 
configuration data that corresponds to configuration data in a selected one of the plurality of 
other computer systems that is selected by a user (pqlumn 7, Unes 6-^). 

As concerns claim 6, the computer system of claim 2 wherein the second portion 
comprises a system aspect class that defines at least one system aspect object that defines at 
least one attribute of a computer system (column 7, imes 1^5). 

As concems claim 7, the computer system of claim 6 wherein the at least one attribute is 
selected from the group comprising: user IDs, file system, database, network configuration, 
environment variables, software products, fixes, hardware, and performance controls (1^1^^^ 

As concems claim 8, the conputer system of claim 2 wherein: the first portion con:q)rises 
a model class that defines a model object that corresponds to the model computer system and 
that contains the configuration data for the model computer system (column 15, line 25); the 
second portion comprises a system aspect class that defines at least one system aspect object 
that defines at least one attribute of a computer system (column 12^ Uxms liijes ^2-64); and 
the configuration data in the model object comprises a collection of system aspect objects 
(ai?s|f2^ 

As concems claim 9, the conputer system of claim 2 wherein the first portion comprises 
a system repUcator class that defines at least one system replicator object that compares the 
configuration data in the model object to configuration data from at least one of the plurality of 
other computer systems, and that rephcates the configuration data from the model object to the 
at least one of the phirality of other con5)uter systems (HBHiilHliiiB)' 
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As concerns claim 10, a computer system con5)rising: at least one processor (figure^Jf; 
coiiq3uters inherently have a |f|)liisi]i); a memory (figure .4; computers inherently have 
igigmpry) coupled to the at least one processor; an object oriented framework mechanism 
(abstract, Hne 15) residing in the memory and executed by the at least one processor, the 
framework mechanism conprising: at least one object oriented model class that cannot be 
modified by a user (system files^ readonly; column 10, lines 28-29; column 10, line the 
model class defining at least one model object that defines configuration data ^^ili) for a 
model computer system; at least one system aspect class that is extensible by a user, the system 
aspect class defining at least one system aspect object that defines at least one attribute of a 
computer system (coijjnjn.l;^^ fe?s, 8rl 1^ lines 62-64), wherein the configuration data in the 
model object comprises a collection of system aspect objects (ilpllii); and at least one system 
rephcator class that cannot be modified by a user Jl^^^^^^^ 

the system replicator class defining at least one system rephcator object that conq)ares the 
configuration data in the model object to configuration data from at least one selected conputer 
system, and that rephcates the configuration data from the model object to the at least one 
selected conq^uter system (d3§te:a<?^=l|^^ 

As concems claim 1 1 , a method for changing the configuration of at least one selected 
corr5)uter system on a network, the method con^rising the steps of: (1) providing an object 
oriented framework mechanism conq^rising a cloning mechanism that rephcates configuration 
data for a model con^uter system to at least one selected computer system (|b|tfa<*^ Im^ 1^5); 
(2) extending at least one extensible portion of the framework mechanism to define at least one 
system aspect for each selected computer system (3) 
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executing the extended framework mechanism (colutrm 15^ Uiie.2flV:a]bstt^ (4) defining 
configuration data for a model conqDuter system (abstract^ column 12, lines 59^6|); and (5) the 
executing framework mechanism updating configuration data for each selected computer 
system according to the defined configuration data for the model computer system (polui^^ 
tine 35i ai]^aet,line 13). 

As concerns claim 12, the method of claim 1 1 wherein the executing framework 
mechanism compares the configuration data for each selected computer system with the defined 
configuration data for the model computer system to determine for which selected computer 
system step (5) is required (^llpJii^l^^^l^^H 

As concerns claim 13, the method of claim 1 1 wherein step (4) con5)rises the step of a 
user defining at least one system aspect using a graphical user interface (iHSilBBililii 

As concems claim 14, the method of claim 1 1 wherein step (4) comprises the step of a 
user selecting one computer system on the network as the model computer system, wherein the 
configuration data for the selected one computer system is the source of configuration data for 
the model computer system (coluiim 4^. line 63-; colunm 5, Imp 7). 

As concems claim 15, a method for changing the configuration of at least one selected 
computer system on a network, the method conprising the steps of (1) providing an object 
oriented framework mechanism comprising: (1 A) a model class that cannot be modified by a 
user (system iSlep^ r^^ ^0, the model class defining at least one model 

object that defines configuration data for a model conq^uter system (abstract, column 4, line 
(IB) a system aspect class that is extensible by a user, the system aspect class defining at 
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least one system aspect object that defines at least one attribute of a computer system, wherein 
the configuration data in the model object conprises a collection of system aspect objects 
(coluim 12:^ 1^^^^ li5€S:v!^.2^^^ and (IC) a system replicator class that cannot be modified 
by a user, the system replicator class defining at least one system rephcator object that 
compares the configuration data in the model object to configuration data fi-om at least one 
selected computer system, and that replicates the configuration data fi-om the model object to 
the at least one selected computier system (IliHiiiiii^^ 

(2) extending the system aspect class of the fi*amework mechanism to define at least one system 
aspect for each selected conputer system (column 12, Imes S-11; line^Hl^l); (3) executing 
the extended fi-amework mechanism (column 15^ line 24; abstract), (4) defining configuration 
data for a model computer system (at^^ct^ ookdEHl 12$ lines 5^*65); and (5) the executing 
fi-amework mechanism updating configuration data for each selected computer system 
according to configuration data in the model object (cDlmnn 10^ line 35j abstract. Use 13). 

As concerns claim 16, the method of claim 15 wherein the executing fi-amework 
mechanism compares the configuration data for each selected computer system with the defined 
configuration data for the model computer system to determine for which selected computer 
system step (5) is required (al^S^ct; line 13; column 10, lines 35-36), 

As concems claim 17, the method of claim 15 wherein step (4) comprises the step of a 
user defining at least one system aspect using a graphical user interface (column 10;, ipe 7; 
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As concerns claim 18, the method of claim 15 wherein step (4) conprises the step of a 
user selecting one computer system on the network as the model computer system (column 4^ 
Mlt lPlft: <fiPl¥W j^^^ wherein the configuration data for the selected one computer system 

is the source of configuration data for the model computer system (g-b^tmcf; con^gutMion 
^i^^^^i^|i^&cpm|^^ another). 

As concems claim 19, a program product comprising: (1) an object oriented framework 
mechanism O^ijlSiiiliiii) comprising a cloning mechanism that repUcates configuration 
data for a model computer system to at least one of the plurality of other computer systems 
and (2) computer readable signal bearing media bearing the framework 
mechanism (iSMcSM;^^ 

As concems claim 20, the program product of claim 19 wherein the signal bearing media 
comprises recordable media (%ure .44 

As concems claim 22, the program product of claim 19 wherein the cloning mechanism 
comprises a first portion (system files* read only; coIuiot 10^ line 39; column 8^ line 45) that 
cannot be modified by a user and a second portion that is extensible by the user f^plication that 
^ user <m writ^ data p\ mpCMtihk portion) . 

As concems claim 23, the program product of claim 22 wherein the first portion 
comprises a model class that defines a model object that corresponds to the model computer 
system and that contains the configuration data for the model computer system (1111111(1111 

lines 33-4i; abstract). 
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As concerns claim 24, the program product of claim 23 wherein the model object 
comprises configuration data that is defined by a user using a graphical user interface (column 
W^lin^l;, figure 4). 

As concerns claim 25, the program product of claim 23 wherein the model object 
comprises configuration data that corresponds to configwation data in a selected one of the 

plurality of other computer systems that is selected by a user (abstract; configuration data 

liiiiMMiiiiiiii^ 

As concems claim 26, the program product of claim 22 wherein the second portion 
comprises a system aspect class that defines at least one system aspect object that defines at 
least one attribute of a computer system (column?, lines 1-9). 

As concems claim 27, the program product of claim 26 wherein the at least one attribute 
is selected fi*om the group comprising: user IDs, file system, database, network configuration, 
environment variables, software products, fixes, hardware, and performance controls (1^^^^ 
I'^iesJ^^ 

As concems claim 28, the program product of claim 22 wherein: the first portion 
comprises a model class that defines a model object that corresponds to the model computer 
system and that contains the configuration data for the model computer system (cofomn 15, line 
11); the second portion comprises a system aspect class that defines at least one system aspect 
object that defines at least one attribute of a conputer system (cpiump ,12^11^^^ 8-11^ lines 62:: 

and the configuration data in the model object comprises a collection of system aspect 
objects (abstract). 
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As concerns claim 29, the program product of claim 22 wherein the first portion 
con^rises a system replicator class that defines at least one system replicator object that 
con^ares the configuration data in the model object to configuration data fi-om at least one of 
the plurality of other conputer systems, and that replicates the configuration data fi-om the 
model object to the at least one of the phirality of other conputer systems (i^li^^^^j^^li^ 

As concems claim 30, a program product con^rising: (1) an object oriented fi:'amework 
mechanism comprising: (lA) at least one object oriented model class that cannot be modified 
by a user (i^i^iSiliMii^llll the model class defining at least one 

model object that defines configuration data for a model computer system (abstract;.^.^^^^^ 
j^jpj^; (IB) at least one system aspect class that is extensible by a user, the system aspect 
class defining at least one system aspect object that defines at least one attribute of a computer 
system (colitnm 12^ lih^ 8-1 1^ lines ^2-64), wherein the configuration data in the model object 
comprises a collection of system aspect objects (a1^tract,::Jk 

and (IC) at least one system rephcator class that cannot be modified by a user, the 
system replicator class defining at least one system rephcator object that conq)ares the 
configuration data in the model object to configuration data fi-om at least one selected computer 
system, and that repUcates the configuration data fi-om the model object to the at least one 
selected computer system (abstract, line iS^XJpdat^s; column 10, lines 35-36); and (2) computer 
readable signal bearing media bearing the framework mechanism (figi^fe 4^ opJl^at^ 
inherently haye memory). 
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As concerns claim 3 1 , the program product of claim 30 wherein the signal bearing media 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
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con5)rises recordable media (figured; computers inherently have memory). 
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